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I.  Hand and finger position 
 A.  Basic hand position is derived from the hands hanging at the sides of the body 
       in a relaxed position;  notice the curve of the fingers caused by muscle tone. 
 B.  Maintain this basic hand position when holding the clarinet – elbows bent;
                  note the angle of the hands. 
 C.  Specifics of hand and finger position 
  1.  Right hand thumb: bottom half of the nail should be under the standard 
       thumb rest;  this varies slightly with individual hand sizes;  the right  
       thumb should be perpendicular to the clarinet 
  2.  Right hand index finger: should remain curved and arching over the 
       edge of the lowest side key 
  3.  Left hand: should be curved and arching over both the A and  
       A-flat keys 
  4.  Left hand thumb: should point slightly toward the top of the clarinet
       at about 35 degrees 

II.  Basic fingerings for scales and arpeggios 
 A.  Primary considerations: 
  1.  Whenever possible, continue finger motion in the same hand 
  2.  Without sacrificing good intonation, try to move as few fingers as 
        possible in connecting intervals 
  3.  Whenever possible, incorporate the “right hand down” technique into 
         all scales and arpeggios 
  4.  Remember that the right hand cannot be left down below open g 
       without resulting in poor intonation 
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